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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

As I write this article, on  
October 12th the birthday 
of our patron and name-

sake, Christopher Columbus, I am 
reminded of the reasons our found-
er, Father Michael J Mc Giveney 
founded the Knights of Columbus 
in 1882. 

His vision, in 1882, was to cre-
ate an organization of Catholic men 
who would band together to:  Aid 
one another in time of sickness or 
death, strengthen themselves and 
each other in the Faith, strengthen 
families and family life, support our 
priests and bishops and be of ser-
vice to the Church and community 
by aiding those most in need in our 
society. 

Being a Knight is more than  
camaraderie; it is being involved 
with our community; it is support-
ing our parish while enhancing our 
faith; it is about protecting and en-
hancing our family life. 

Brothers, as Knights we should 
always be considering how we can 
offer the gift of Knighthood to other 
Catholic Brothers and share the spir-
it of Father Michael J. Mc Giveney. 
The month of October is when we 
kick off our first membership blitz 
of the year.  Please think about a 
relative, friend or business associate 

Knights and Columbiettes 
Show That Life Matters

Neither rain, sleet, or snow-well maybe just a lot of rain-could keep St.Stephen 
Knights of Columbus, Columbiettes and a host of other pro-life supporters 
from showing support and unity during the Brandon life chain event earlier 
this month. With signs and banners in hand, The faithful lined Blooming-

dale Avenue at the Walmart/Publix shopping plaza In a demonstration of silent support  
for the unborn.

What was truly amazing about this event was that positive support, honking horns, and 
thumbs up gestures from the numerous cars driving past. The late afternoon downpour 
proved to be no match for the faithful who came armed with umbrellas, ponchos, and 
even used some of the signs to ward off the rain.

Events like this really do matter. Our ability to demonstrate the core principles of our 
orders and remind people that life really does matter goes a long way in saving even one 
child at a time. With such positive reaction from the general public, it is encouraging to 
know that an event such as the life chain can be accepted and encouraged.

So the next time you hear about a life chain event, come join your fellow brothers and 
sisters in unity to help demonstrate that life truly does matter. V
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In founding the Knights of Columbus, 
Father Michael J. McGivney sought 
to respond to the crisis in family life  

affecting Catholics in 19th-century America. 
As a young man, he witnessed firsthand the 
challenges his widowed mother faced with 
seven children at home. Later, as a priest, 
he confronted on a daily basis the problems 
affecting the immigrant families of his  
parish, such as poverty, alcoholism,  
anti-Catholic prejudice and discrimination.

Father McGivney’s vision for family 
life was not simply that each family might 
find financial and material aid, especially 
in the event of a member’s death. He also 
understood that holiness is the calling of 
all baptized Christians. And as two of his 
brothers followed him into the priesthood, 
we can understand how important the 
“sanctuary of the home” was in the life of 
the McGivney family.

When Christian families respond in 
faith to the design of the Creator, they be-
come a “domestic church” that, as Blessed 
Paul VI explained, mirrors “the various as-
pects of the entire Church.” Since the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, and especially during 
the pontificate of St. John Paul II, it has be-
come clear that “the family is the way of 
the Church” (Letter to Families).

In one sense this means that the family 
is the object of the Church’s evangelizing 
and pastoral efforts. But the Christian fam-
ily has its own mission. As St. John Paul II 
wrote in Familiaris Consortio, “The family 
has the mission to guard, reveal and com-
municate love” (17). This mission arises 
from the “community of life and love” that 
begins with the married couple in the sac-
rament of matrimony.

“Conjugal love involves a totality, in 
which all the elements of the person en-
ter,” the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches. “It aims at a deeply personal unity, 
a unity that, beyond union in one flesh leads 
to forming one heart and soul” (1643). In 
other words, sacramental marriage involves 
not just an agreement between the spouses 
but a radical transformation of the spouses.

As Pope Benedict XVI wrote in Deus 
Caritas Est, “Marriage based on an exclu-

sive and definitive 
love becomes the icon 
of the relationship 
between God and his 
people and vice versa. 
God’s way of loving 
becomes the measure 
of human love” (11).

In this way, the 
witness of husband 
and wife within the daily life of the family 
can guard, reveal and communicate love as 
they make the gifts of marriage — unity, 
indissolubility, faithfulness and openness 
to new life — their own.

A recent Vatican document on the role 
and mission of the family observed that it 
is necessary to better understand the “mis-
sionary dimension of the family as domes-
tic church” and that “the family needs to 
be rediscovered as the essential agent in the 
work of evangelization.”

When we consider the mission of the 
family in this sense, it is apparent that the 
role of the family in the work of evan-
gelization is not primarily a matter of  
programs, projects or strategies. These have 
their place, of course, but they are second-
ary and must serve what is essential: the 
love between the married couple that has 
been lifted up in and by the love of Christ 
and because of this is now able to transform 
the life of their own family.

During the coming fraternal year, we 
will promote two initiatives to strengthen 
Catholic family life. The first is Building 
the Domestic Church: The Family Fully 
Alive, a program of family prayer, medita-
tion and Scripture. The second is the Holy 
Family Pilgrim Icon program.

Pope Francis has cited the need for “holy 
and loving families to protect the beauty 
and truth of the family in God’s plan and to 
be an example for other families.” Building 
the Domestic Church and devotion to the 
Holy Family are two ways the Knights of 
Columbus, in solidarity with Pope Francis, 
can support “holy and loving families” for 
the Church’s mission of evangelization. V

Vivat Jesus!

to whom you would like to extend 
the gift of Catholic Brotherhood. 
We encourage each Officer, Director 
and Brother to come up with a short 
list of 2 or 3 top candidates that you 
would like to sponsor, to include 
name, cell phone number and how 
you know the person and contact our 
Membership Director Chris Kline so 
he can start the process. Chris’ e-mail 
address is: membership@kofc14084.
org  or christopherleok@verizon.net. 

Sponsorship is a very commend-
able achievement, but it does not end 
with completion of the paperwork. 
As a sponsor you take on the respon-
sibility to make sure your candidate 
becomes fully accepted by his fellow 
council members and stays involved 
in council activities. Here are some 
steps you can take to ensure this:

• Explain to him that the Ad-
mission Committee will examine his 
qualifications for membership and 
accompany him to the Admissions 
Committee Meeting and introduce 
him.  

• After he has been accepted, 
accompany him to the First Degree 
Exemplification and remain with him 
through out the event. Following the 
event introduce him to his fellow 
council members. 

• Mentor the new member 
and ensure that he learns coun-
cil procedures such as meeting 
times, dress codes, and committee  
assignments. Introduce him and his  
family at council events and  
encourage him to involve his family 
in council sponsored activities. Con-
tact him before each meeting and  
invite him to attend. 

• Accompany him to his Sec-
ond and Third Degree exemplifica-
tions.

So Brothers, please help Your 
Council to extend the gift of Catholic 
Brotherhood to other Catholic Men 
and help guide and accompany them 
through their journey to full Knight-
hood! 

Also, on October 11th to promote 

Holy and Loving Families

Grand Knight Con’t Page 4
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St. Stephen 
Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
Mark Lovejoy

Deputy Grand Knight 
Larry Evers 

Chancellor   
John Berrie

Warden 
James Pryor

Advocate   
Julio Alvarez

Lecturer
Frank Wuco

Recorder   
Paul Spinler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
Mike Grogan

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mike Formato 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Charles Lusky

Guards  
Bob Murray  

Rich Sarnowski 
Bob Murray

Pope Francis’ America Visit
Members of our council who were there personally to witness 
these miraculuous events in Washington, DC and Philidelphia
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 
Chris Klein

membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Larry Evers
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 
Gerry Coffee  

community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Bruce Czaja
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

John Berrie  
squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Chris Lewis 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Lecturer 
Frank Wuco 

lector@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 
Ed Sleyzak

Scott Huetteman
communications@kofc14084.org

the Knights, Columbiettes, Squire Circle  
and our Pro Life Ministry we served  
Coffee and Donuts to the Parish after all the  
Sunday Morning Masses. Additionally, 
there will be a Pot Luck Social on October 
16th. Thank you Rick Gnatowsky for co-
ordinating these efforts and to the Knights, 
Columbiettes, Squires and Pro Life Team 
members who made these events possible. 

Also, we have been made significant 
progress with our Pro Life Ministry over 
the past two months. As we previously an-
nounced, Chris and Jeannie Lewis who 
have headed up the Church’s Pro Life Min-
istry for the last 5 or 6 years need to step 
back from the Leadership role due to Fam-
ily and Business Commitments. We are so 
very thankful for their contributions to this 
Ministry. Clarissa Doddsworth is our new 
Parish Coordinator for the Pro Life Group 
and will continue to work with our Pro Life 
Director. 

I am very excited to announce that our 
new Pro Life Director will be Guillermo 
Bambach.  Many of you know Guiller-
mo from his previous stint as our Church  
Director a few years back. He did a great 
job then and I fully anticipate that that he 
will do the same with the Pro Life Minis-
try. He told me that the Pro Life Ministry it 
was very close to his heart.  Chris Lewis 
will continue to work in the Pro Life Min-
istry in an Advisory Role until Guillermo is 
comfortable in his new position. So when 
you see Guillermo please be sure to con-
gratulate him. 

We have a very robust Pro Life Cal-
endar which includes: the 40 Days for 
Life prayer vigil from September 23 
through November 1 at Tampa Wom-
en’s Health Center 2010 E. Fletcher Ave.,  
Tampa, FL. Please contact Tampa - 40 
Days For Life to sign-up for a 2 hour shift.  
Also, our usual Pro Life Prayer Vigil is on 
the second Saturday of the month at the All 
Women’s Clinic at 333 W. Kennedy Blvd. 
Also, in January,2016 look for the Remem-
brance Crosses, the 100 Knights for Life 
Prayer Vigil and the Pro Life Baby Shower. 

Also, we will be supporting St. Stephen 
School with Parking Control during their 
annual Trunk or Treat Event on October 
30th from 6:00PM to 8:00PM. Please con-

sider assisting our Community Director, 
Jerry Coffey with this event when he calls 
for volunteers.

Also, please save the date of Novem-
ber 1st for the Parish Picnic.  This year 
the event will be held at Lupton’s Boggy  
Bottom Ranch in Lithia. We will have 
a Membership Table for the Knights, 
Columbiettes and Squires and we will also 
promote our Pro Life Ministry. There will 
be Barbeque, sides, soft drinks, water, a 
DJ, nature trails, playgrounds, games and 
a hayride at 3:00PM. So come on out and 
enjoy the fun! 

On September 23, several of the  
Directors, Officers and I participated in an 
Events Planning Meeting. Over the next 9 
months through June, 2016 we have almost 
40 events planned for Your Council! This 
includes all the Committees. So please 
consider contacting our any of our Program 
Directors and see how you can step-up to 
Make a Difference. 

One person who has made a huge differ-
ence for our Council and for the Knights of 
Columbus over the past 50 years is our dear 
brother and former Worthy Lecturer, Tom 
Cummings. During our Business Meet-
ing, Tom delivered the For the Good of the  
Order presentation. Tom discussed why it 
is important to be a member of the Knights 
of Columbus. As Knights we are here for 
one another. We were founded by a priest! 
We are close to our priests - our priests 
support the Knights and we support our 
priests. Simply put we support each other 
and our Church and Community.  

So I ask that you please remember that 
as a Service Ministry our work is never 
done. If you know of an opportunity where 
we can be of service to our Community 
contact me at:grandknight@kofc14084.org  

Brothers, thank you again for your mem-
bership, your participation and the great 
works that you all do for this Council, our 
Parish, our Church and our Community.  V

Vivat Jesus

Grand Knight Con’t from Page 2
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Raising children is probably the 
hardest job you’ll ever take. It re-
quires you to wear more hats than 

you ever thought possible. Cook, chauf-
feur, nurse, counselor and many more… 
and that’s often in one morning. One of the 
most important roles you accept as a par-
ent is that of a teacher. Before they even 
get to school, you’ll teach your children 
so much, and before they get out into the 
world, you’ll instill values that they will 
carry with them.

Sometimes the values you want to im-
part (respect, compassion, accountabili-
ty, financial responsibility, etc.) often run 
counter to what our instant-gratification 
driven society values. So, we strive to teach 
by example. 

This is one good reason to carry enough 
life insurance to protect your family. This 
one simple act can show what you value. 
You’ll show them that you love them and 
are concerned about their welfare. You’ll 
show that you take your responsibility to 
provide for your family seriously, and that 
you want to make sure they’re provided 
for even if you’re not around.  You’ll show 
them that investing money in your life in-
surance protection is more important than 
the new set of golf clubs you might want, 
the newest and best home theater system 

you’ve had your eye 
on, or whatever else 
you might be sacri-
ficing to pay the pre-
miums. 

It will teach them 
about priorities. Sure, 
it may not sink in at 
the time, especially 
if any of the sacrifices made prevent them 
from filling what they see as their imme-
diate “needs” (really things they want, not 
need, like the newest DVD, video game or 
article of clothing). In the long run, they 
will learn from what you do and what you 
don’t do. Only you can choose the lessons 
you will teach.

Let’s meet to review your existing cov-
erage. My needs analysis, provided free, 
will help teach you where your coverage 
may be lacking. We can plan today to se-
cure your family’s future and set in motion 
lessons that will last a lifetime. V

Please contact me at  813-728-5338 or 
Charles.Lusky@kofc.org.

Teach Your Children Well

Pope Francis’s historic visit to 
the United States has inspired 
our nation toward a greater 

commitment to the flourishing of all 
of creation through respect for the 
dignity of the human person, espe-
cially the most vulnerable among us, 
including the unborn. This week we 
have the opportunity to put this call 
into action.

The U.S. House of Representa-
tives will consider a bill, H.R. 3495, 
“The Women’s Public Health and 
Safety Act,” which will allow states 
the freedom to exclude abortion 
providers from Medicaid funding. 
Please contact your representative 
with this message and encourage 
him or her to vote for this important 
legislation. Taxpayers should not be 
forced to fund the abortion industry, 
either directly or indirectly.

In his address to the U.S. bishops 
last week, Pope Francis reminded us 
of our responsibility to speak out to 
protect life:

The innocent victim of abortion, 
children who die of hunger or from 
bombings, immigrants who drown 
in the search for a better tomorrow, 
the elderly or the sick who are con-
sidered a burden, the victims of ter-
rorism, wars, violence and drug traf-
ficking, the environment devastated 
by man’s predatory relationship with 
nature – at stake in all of this is the 
gift of God, of which we are noble 
stewards but not masters. It is wrong, 
then, to look the other way or to re-
main silent.

Supporting this legislation is one 
small but important step we can take 
on behalf of those who need of our 
protection. Thank you once again for 
your efforts on behalf of human life.

Vivat Jesus!

Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight

Women’s Public 
Health and Safety

Our Principles 
Charity - Knights recognize that our mission, and our faith in God, compels us to 

action. There is no better way to experience love and compassion than by helping 
those in need, a call we answer every day.

Unity – Members of the Knights of Columbus all know that – together – we can 
accomplish far more than any of us could individually. 

Fraternity – The Order’s top-rated insurance program continues to do this today, as 
do individual Knights, who last year gave more than 10 million hours of their time to 
assist sick and/or disabled members and their families. In the Knights of Columbus, 
we watch out for and take care of one another.

Patriotism – Members of the Knights of Columbus are proud of our devotion to God 
and country, and believe in standing up for both. The Knights remind the world that 
Catholics support their nations and are amongst the greatest citizens. V
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Cirello

Faithful Captain 
S/K John Montaldo  

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mike Grogan  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Steve Haines 

 Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak 

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak

S/K Mark Lovejoy

S/K John Berrie

Admiral 
S/K Julio Alvarez

Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Larry Evers 

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Mike Formato

2015 Soccer Challenge
On September 16th and 23rd we  

held the Soccer Challenge for  
St. Stephen School and Faith For-

mation for Boys and Girls ages 9-14. 
A huge Thank You to Cam Czaja,  

Jerry Coffey, Bob Murray, Roland Tiso, 

Rick Hughes and Larry Evers for their 
assistance in making this event happen. But 
wait there’s more! We will be hosting the 
District Soccer Challenge on October 21st 
from 5:00PM to 7:00PM. V

And the Winners Are: 

Ages Boys Score Girls Score  
9 Matthew Cleveland 70 None      
10 Antonio Meza 105 Noelle Herrera 75    
11 David Orellanos 90 None       
12 Tyler Thayden 75 None 
13 Danny Hughes 100 Megan Hughes 95
14 None   None 
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Oct. Birthdays
Keith Allen
Edward Bejarano
Michael Bramble
James Branciforte
Luis Castillo
Dominic Cirello
Daniel Connelly
David Czopek
Donald Decort
David Dozier
Larry Evers
Glenn Gervais
Peter Haynes
Thomas Karnowski
Brian Kieran
Michael La Pollo
Frances Mejia
Patrick Roach
Anthony Rousseau
William Ruppert
Patrick Skidmore
Roger Spinelli
Jeffrey St Amant
Robert Velasco
Forrest Waller
Anthony Westbrock

Please help continue the positive momentum and Join your 
Brothers, Families and Friends in helping earn the revenue 
that will help us Make a Difference in our Community.

We’ve now completed the Shakeout Day and the pre-season games. We’ve 
done relatively well although we took an unanticipated hit when we fell 
below the required minimum at our first pre-season event. However, that’s 

behind us and we now have to focus and get serious about filling the gaps for the 
remainder of the NFL Season, the Concert and the Outback Bowl, to at least get us 
through January 1st. 
Keep in mind that 13 is the minimum, and we can always use additional volunteers 

(which we get paid for), at the very least having standbys helps alleviate the stress of 
having to search for volunteers at the last minute should someone have to drop out 
for unforeseen circumstances. Additionally, filling in the gaps now (and identifying 
backups) gives us much greater flexibility, and also allows me to ease up on the emails 
and focus them on those who’ve signed on.  
REMINDER: This is a ‘COUNCIL’ effort where every able bodied Brother is  

expected to volunteer forat least one event. V
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October 25 Kay’s Ministry
October 30 Trunk or Treat - St. Stephen Catholic School 
November 1 Parish Picnic
November 14 3rd Degree - Sacred Heart Academy
November 21 2nd Degree - St. Stephen Catholic School
December 4 Council Christmas Party
December 5 Roadside Cleanup 8:00am Redeemer Church
December 12 VAVS Christmas Party

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8Am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 
1st month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defend-
er of the widow and or-

phan, you called your priest, Fa-
ther Michael J. McGivney, to be 
an apostle of Christian family life 
and to lead the young to the gen-
erous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of his 
life and virtue may we follow 
your Son, Jesus Christ, more 
closely, fulfilling his command-
ment of charity and building up 
his Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
  Rick Armstrong

Family of the Month
  Jim Pryor Family

The October Family Social was a great time, with everyone sporting their best (or worst) 
sports team apparel. Food was great, and the fellowship was priceless. Why not invite a 
friend to the next Council Family Social.

The Family of the Month Award 
went to the Jim Pryor Family for 
their outstanding effort in making 

our Blue Mass Reception a success and for 
his unselfish contribution to our Raymond 
James Fundraising efforts. Jim has signed 
up for every game this year! V

Knight of the Month award was pre-
sented to Rick Armstrong for his 
work on the Adopt a Road Pro-

gram for the past three years and for his 
consistent contribution to our Raymond 
James Stadium Fund Raiser, averaging 
about (8) games a year!  V


